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The Transformative Power 
of Mexican Mothers, 
Wives, and Sisters

Michelle Téllez, associate professor in the 
University of Arizona Department of Mexican 

American Studies, is unpacking remarkable 
political work by the women of Maclovio Rojas, 
a contested border community in the Tijuana 
Municipality of Northern Mexico. 

Maclovio Rojas began with 25 Mexican families 
settling on vacant lands after leaving cities 
where changing economics made earning a 
living all but impossible. Despite legal challenges 
and NAFTA policies prioritizing corporate 
interests, the population has grown to 12,000+ 
under the leadership of everyday women and 
their homegrown system of government. 

Through neighborhood-based committees and 
open asambleas , citizens brainstorm and reach 
consensus on matters ranging from childcare 
to protest activities as they continue to fi ght for 
basic services supporting education, health care, 
and housing. 

Tellez’ new work centering border women’s 
voices—including creating a digital and oral 
history on activism by Chicanas and Mexicanas—
is supported by a grant from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation via the Crossing Latinidades 
Humanities Research Initiative. 

The grant catalyzes research, Latinx studies, and 
graduate student training across a network of 
Research-1 Hispanic-Serving Institutions. 
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Book cover design by Leigh McDonald using art from 
a mural of Hortensia Hernández in the community of 
Maclovio Rojas, painted by Elizabeth Huato.
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Reliance on data has exploded over the 
past half century, says Arthur “Barney” 

Maccabe, executive director of the University 
of Arizona Institute for the Future of Data 
and Computation (IFDC): “It’s hard for me to 
imagine any area of society that won’t be 
impacted by the ability to collect massive 
amounts of data or gain more information 
from very small amounts of data.” 

That expansion obligates bringing social and 
human disciplines into data initiatives from 
the start, on par with technical disciplines. 
It’s a sea change in a fi eld that has mostly 

neglected social responsibilities around 
data or tried to tack them on—to poor 
effect—late in the game. 

IFDC will expand and help retool outreach 
to K–14 students and develop retraining for 
people working both in and beyond “data” 
careers. Potential offerings range from 
supporting a professional master’s degree 
to “micro-certifi cations” focused on specifi c 
skills.

Data science is key to solving world 
problems, Maccabe says, but that equation 
requires trust between science and societies. 
The work of IFDC, therefore, is cultivating not 
just new capabilities, but also the trusted 
stewardship needed to truly address grand 
challenges.
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Centering Ethics 
in Data Science
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