
Hazardous Material Spill
Unidentified 

Chemical Odor Gas Leak

Does the lab possess 
any hazardous gases 

(CO, HF, EtO etc)?

Was there a 
potential chemical 
spill/leak nearby?

Was anyone 
exposed to hazardous 

chemicals?

Is the exposure life 
threatening or requires 

medical care?
What is the type 

of spill?

YesNo

In a safe location, 
contact RLSS for 

assessment

Minor

Evacuate 
Building and 

Pull Fire 
Alarm

If contents are 
known: Don PPE 

and clean spill with 
a Spill Kit

Attend to 
injured 

individuals and 
Call 911 or 

Triage

Major YesNo

Use an 
Emergency Shower 

or Eye Wash to clean 
exposed area.

(Rinse area for 15 
minutes)

In a safe location, contact 
RLSS for assessment and file 

an Injury Report with Risk 
Management

Yes

Is anyone experiencing 
health issues?

(Fatigue, irritation, etc.)

No

Yes

Evacuate 
personnel

In a safe location, 
contact RLSS for 

assessment

No

Yes

No

Is it possible to 
transfer to a ventilated 

enclosure safely?

No

In a safe location, 
contact RLSS for 

assessment

Yes

Transfer gas 
into a ventilated 
enclosure, then 

close gas valve and 
space; Contact 

RLSS

Yes No

Is the leak likely to 
escalate to an emergency?

(fire, asphyxiation, 
irritation, etc.)

RLSS CHEMICAL INCIDENT RESPONSE FLOWCHART

Ventilated Enclosures can be fume hoods, 
biosafety cabinets, glove boxes, etc.

Hazardous Gases can be toxic,  
pyrophoric and/or corrosive or any 
combination of each.

A Major Spill is defined as a life and 
environmentally threatining release of 
toxic, pyrophoric, self-reactive, or 
flammable chemicals that may expose 
others through the building ventilation 
system.

A Minor Spill is defined as a maneagable 
or small release of chemicals not defined 
under a Major Spill.

UAPD (non-emergency):
(520) 621-8273
Risk Management: (520) 621-1790
RLSS: (520) 626-6850
Triage: 1 (800) 685-2877

If incident occurs 
outside office hours 

Call UAPD.

Click on the logo to visit 
the RLSS website

Evacuate 
personnel

Only trained lab workers should clean or 
control hazardous material spills or gas 
leaks.

https://risk.arizona.edu/insurance/incident-reporting
https://risk.arizona.edu/insurance/incident-reporting
https://risk.arizona.edu/insurance/incident-reporting
https://risk.arizona.edu/insurance/incident-reporting
https://risk.arizona.edu/insurance/incident-reporting
https://rgw.arizona.edu/compliance/rlss/chemical-safety/chemical-hazards-reference-guides/first-aid-and-chemical-spill-kits
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