
Date Time Location Session Title Session Presenters 
Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

2:00 - 3:15 PM 130 Empowering Chicano/Hispanic and Native 
American Trainees to Pursue Physician-
Scientist Careers 

José Cavazos, MD, PhD;  Lourdes Estrada, 
PhD;  Nancy Schwartz, PhD;  Andres Diaz, 
BS;  Quetzal Flores-Ramirez, BS;  DeAnalisa 
Jones, PhD, BS 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

2:00 – 3:15 PM 124 AB Indigenous Research Methodologies in 
Community-Based Food, Energy, and Water 
Projects in Indigenous Communities 

Karletta Chief, PhD, MS, BS; Dr. Ren 
Freeman; Cherie Devore, PhD; Joe Hoover 
PhD, Michael Johnson, PhD 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

2:00 – 3:15 PM 123 Our Future is Science: A STEAM Education 
Model at the Intersection of Science and 
Social Justice 

Hassan Farah, PhD; Elise Arellano-Thompson 
MS, BS; Anthony Dant, MS, BS 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

2:00 – 3:15 PM 228 AB Postdoc Fundamentals: Selecting a Training 
Experience to Match Your Career Goals 

Alberto Roca, PhD; Robin Sugiura, MA; Amy 
Nava, PhD; Nicole Jimenez, PhD; Jessica 
Rivera, PhD 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

3:30 – 4:45 PM 225 AB Biology and Life Under Extreme Conditions Silvia Cavagnero, PhD; Raina Maier, PhD; 
Daniel Colman, PhD; Catherine Royer, PhD; 
Hugo Tapia, PhD 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

3:30 – 4:45 PM 222 ABC Curing the Incurable: Finding the Achilles’ 
Heel of Skin Cancer 

Masaoki Kawasumi PhD, MD; Karen Hastings, 
PhD, MD; Takuma Uo, PhD 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

3:30 – 4:45 PM 121 ABC Navigating STEM with a disability: 
Strategies for Success (Year 4) 

Antonio Aubry; Melanie McKay-Cody, PhD; 
Anita Stone Marshall, PhD 

Thursday, 
Oct. 31 

3:30 – 4:45 PM 131 ABC USGS Actionable Science and Tribal 
Engagement in the Southwest 

Nicole Herman-Mercer, MS; Steph McAfee, 
Jessica Driscoll, PhD; Anissa Mckenna, MS; 
God’sgift Nkechi Chukwuonye, MS; Jia Hu, 
PhD 

  



Date Time Location Session Title Session Presenters 
Friday, 
Nov. 1 

1:45 – 3:00 PM 123 A Spectrum of Opportunities in 
Gravitational-Wave Astronomy and Physics 

Frederick Raab, Xavier Siemens, PhD; Karla 
Ramirez Guevara, PhD; Louis Dartez, PhD; 
Kathryne Daniel, PhD 

Friday, 
Nov. 1 

1:45 – 3:00 PM 127 ABC The Partnership for Native American 
Cancer Research 

Jani Ingram, PhD; Nicole Jimenez, PhD, 
Naomi Lee, PhD; Julie Armin, PhD; Darold 
Joseph, PhD; Dylan Decker, BA; Celina Garza, 
AA 

Friday, 
Nov. 1 

3:15 – 4:30 PM 122 ABC Centering Community Needs in Local 
Science, Policy, and Advocacy 

Melissa Varga, MA, BA; Cynthia Prieto-Diaz, 
MPH, BS; Karletta Chief, PhD, MS, BS; 
Monica Feliu-Mojer, PhD, Darshan Karwat, 
PhD, BS 

Friday, 
Nov. 1 

3:15 – 4:30 PM 222 ABC Finding Balance: Achieving Healthy 
Mentor/Mentee Relationships for Faculty 
and Students 

Lorissa Saiz, BA, BS; Greg Morrison, PhD; 
Donna Stokes, PhD, BS; Healani Chang, DrPH; 
Jaila Lewis, BS; Ian Omar, BS; Agnes Attakai, 
MPA 

Friday, 
Nov. 1 

3:15 – 4:30 PM 229 B Research Development: A Career for 
Planners, Strategists, and “Figure-It-
Outers” in STEM 

Jennifer Aleman, PhD; Kim Patten, MS; 
Samarpita Sengupta, PhD; Jessica Venable, 
PhD; Andrea Christelle, PhD 

Friday, 
Nov. 1 

3:15 – 4:30 PM 225 AB Unveiling Complexity: Recent 
Developments in Mathematical and 
Computational Biology 

Pedro Aceves Sanchez; Saulo Orizaga, PhD; 
Selenne Bañuelos , PhD; Esteban Vargas 
Bernal, PhD; Tin Phan 

Saturday, 
Nov. 2 

10: 30 – 11:45 AM 223 Pathways into Health Professions Celia Valenzuela, MD; Nancy Alvarez, 
PharmD; Francisco Lucio, JD; Eliza Yellow 
Bird, PhD; Francisco Moreno, MD 

Saturday, 
Nov. 2 

1:30 – 2:45 PM 129 AB Building Community Within & Across 
Astronomy/Astrophysics Departments 

Arianna Long, PhD, MS, BS; Brittany Miles, 
PhD, MS, BS; Jennifer Rodriguez, BS; Carlos 
Vargas, PhD, MS, BS 

Saturday, 
Nov. 2 

1:30 – 2:45 PM 223 Diversifying Researchers’ Workforce and 
Advancing Precision Medicine with the All 
of Us Research Program 

Edgar Gil Rico, MBA; Susan Holechek, PhD; 
Carolina Jorgez, PhD; Jason Karnes, PhD 

 


